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The Great Development of Singapore
By JUDSON D. STUART

hundred years ago the tip of the Malay

0 peninsula, that points down like a giant finger
M belli of the greatest archipelago in the

world, was a pestilent jungle, the home of tigers and
0f giant snakes, the rendezvous of Malay pirates in

I word, th most uninviting spot on earth for ch
ilized man .

Today fhe tip of this peninsula is the site of one of
the most cosmopollten cities in the world, Singapore,
with a I lation in the city proper of about J5().iHH)

and with nearly a million and a quarter people in the
surround: - colony. It was in 181() that Sir Stamford
Raffles purchased the land from the Sultan of Johore,
3nd thre months later he wrote to Lord warren
Hastings, rernor:

"WY I growing colony of 5,000 souls.'
Today this colony with

rampon. or village, are umbrella-like- , made of attap.
Nude little children play about the drying nets by theshore ot lagoons, darting back when the ug!) moots olcrocodiles are thrust nut of tin vater, and their cruel
black, beady eyei stare at them. The island ot Singa-
pore with its dome like hilN ihowi to advantage, deep
shadows between the hills, and closer pproach showsuse foltaqe ol the banyan trees, green and yellow bam-
boo, sentinel palms and the fan shaped outlines of thetravelers palm. At the rapid rise of the great redtropical sun there are silhouettes of the minarets of aMohammedan mosque, the carved dome of a templeot buddah, the slender spire o an English cathedral,
the bold corners ot . vrrnment House and the broadfacades of municipal buildings. Then ii leen tin- - mazeof shipping-cra- ft that hav tailed tin Seven Sea. mod

will drive flam tWO-whee-led bullock carts, made ex-act- lj
as tln Mrerc thousand or two thousand yean

ffO. he lazy water buffalo, with his almost hairlesshlOe glistening in the sun. waddles slowly down tin-stree- t

hauling his load; gharries (like old-fashio-
ned

coupes) rattle past. These are like latticed boxes be
t ween two wheels. In the midst of the din and clatterand Chatter pan party of solemn Jews in robes ofspotless white and purple; a Singhalese jeweler seeksto sell rubies and other gems to the Kurasian clerks anIndian ehitty or money lender calmly talks with abrother, seemingly unaware of the hot ItSfl These
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ern steel ships from New
York and London, quaint
junks from Chinese ports,
Malay and King sampans
and the cumbersome iant
tondkangs of Borneo.
Mats of sailing ships,
stacks of new oil burners,
the latticed righting tops of
battleships, with a throng
of tiny craft of all sorts
moving in and about like
ants amid tree stumps.

THE water front with
excellent harbor 36

feet deep extends for six
miles. Tlie city of Singa-
pore drops back for six
miles and over the rest of
the island are innumerable
villages close to planta-
tions of peppers and
tapioca.

Back from the banyan-shade- d
Raffles Square Is

"Tanglin," the suburbs
where government of-
ficials dwell in luxurious
bungalows. From Canan-aug-h

Bridge at one of the
islands there extends thc
ocean Esplanade, the pride
of the city, which incloses
a public playground of
fifteen acres, reclaimed
from the sea. Every day,
after the heat has fallen
from 150 dekirees to SO

its 1,M'K' mnaonants,
including its city of Singap-

ore, is the Prt of caI1

for all ships passing to
and from the Far East.
At the -- break of the
war it annoal imports
amount- - $'80,030,000
and its i icportS-t- O $220,-$35,8o- O.

These have in-

creased, but exact figures
are not procurable for
this, tht i ntenary year.

In DO Other city in the
world live lUcfa a variety
of nationalities; it em-

braces representatives of
every race ol the Old
World and most races of
the western hemisphere.
To the uninitiated, Singap-

ore is a mad medley of
strange sights, weird
sounds, unbelievable cust-

oms and yet it is a
clean cit. with well paved
ItreetS, good business
blocks, splendid docks and
a most attractive resid-

ential district
If one w ere to be sudd-

enly transplanted to
RamVs Square in Singap-
ore, he would doubtless
be unable to guess, in a
dozen attempts, his loca

Every great Oriental port ha. it. "Bund"-- or water front-t- hc atreet of big export houaea. The "Bund" at Singapore face, the Singapore River

degrees, the European
population meets "ii this

Ksplanade park to play tennis, cricket and of late
years, baseball. They gather also to listen to the band,
to gossip, to promenade, to keep in touch with their
own people as much as possible during these recrea-
tion hours.

Acres of pineapples stretch away, and acres of
bananas, coffee fields, sago swamps, spice orchards, are
on every hand. All this was. one should bear in mind,
a dense, dangerous, fever-lade- n jungle a hundred years
ago this year. And the thing that has developed it
and brought a million and a quarter people here where
once were only beasts, reptiles and bogt, is good roadsl

Singapore, from a commercial and strategic stand-
point, is unassailable. When the English and the
Hutch divided the Kast Indies by drawing a line through
the Straits of Malacca the English to hold all north,
the Dutch all south the crafty Dutchman smiled be
nignly and went back to his COSCC and tobacco trading
in the beautiful islands of Java and Sumatra, pitying
the ignorance of the Englishman, who was contented
with the Swampy jungles of an unknown and savage

neck of land, little thinking that inside half

entities, .slim, six-fo- ot men wearing only a turban, a
few yards of gauze about their waists, and red sandals,
would not strike one as handling more money than
any other class of people in thc Kast. They borrow
from English banks without security save that of their
caste name and lend to the Kurasian clerks at 12 per
cent a month. If a chitty fails, his caste makes up the
loss to the banks and drives him out of the caste, a
pariah,

Dyaks from Hornet) saunter along, Parsce mer-
chants in their tall conical hats mingle with the crowds;
there are Chinese rickshaw runners, cart coolies, Tamil
road menders. BttgtJ, Achinese, Siamese, Burmese,
Javanese, Madras serving men, Negro firemen, Lascar
sailors and many others. The races have not been
thoroughly classified It would seem almost impossible.
Hut the lat classification, about half a dozen years ago,
showed, in rough numbers, 4,000 Europeans, 5,000 Eu-

rasians. 175,000 Chinese, 50,000 Malays, 20,000 Indians
and several thousand of oth- - races.

The island is separated from the mainland by the

tion. "China, perhaps,"
he would say, only at next glance to shake his head
and decide that it was "India." Again he would see
something that would indicate that he was in some
African coast city, or Turkey, or Persia or Jerusalem
or Arabia. In a way he would be right, at least as to
local color, for there are bits of all these, and main-
mast countries, in Singapore.

A veteran traveler would doubtless guess correctly,
even if he did not recollect the city, were he to espy
a certain fruit for sale in the odd market booths. This
iruit is the mangosteen. It grows in no other spot on

rth Save the Malay Peninsula. It is said to have
wen the only known edible fruit that Queen Victoria
m not at i. Her Highness was extremely fond of
truit. H ibjectl vied with one another to bring her
rare fruit v, md hundreds have sought to get her the
delicious ngosteen, but this could never be ac-
complished me can never know the taste of this
declared t be the finest fruit in all the world unless
one is or. spot, for it will not keep. Trees cannot
ojtransp et It will not ripen from green fruit if
Packed, it will not keep long enough for an

VOyag . The manwrosteen is about the
lze of a crab apple, and has a thin shell
omcthing ike the rough shell of a walnut.

hen ripe' is cut tnrouKh with ala fi t Th mside is of the consistency of
?Iul is cten out of the four di- -

Msions with a spoon.

DAJ I I i SQUARE, named in honor of
h i

1 ,rr Singapore, is surrounded
- crick. ;e faced, high-jointe- d godowns

do "u Through the glassless win- -
W-- the fans of the tropicsWtss h

,v
M irth with ceaseless regular- -

talimnl1! !tlVS Iowcr bcin& furnished by
ip i wallaa, whose ebony skins glisten
curd ui

! l sllnshinc as they tug at the
these lit moves thc punkahs. Without
People t' WuUW be intlerable for white
is

u dimmer months civilization
lsiwWIIlkr W punkah-walla- s here, as

this I)art of the country, by
ZH clJCtrk fans.

a century all his products would come to
this same despised district for a market,
while his own colonies would retrograde
and gradually pass into the hands of the
English.

Chief among the imports of Singapore are
tin, for on an island dote at hand is the
largest tin smelting plant in the world, sup-
plying 90 per cent of the world's tin. Other
imports include gimbter, sago, tapioca, pep-
per, tortoise shell, mother-of-pear- l, gutta-
percha, rubber, nutmeg, mace, camphor gum,
coffee, rattans, tobacco, rice, hides, rare
woods, etc. Its manufactures include arti-
ficial ice, biscuit, mineral and aerated waters,
tanneries, waterworks, saw mills and a few
textile mills. Cireat Britain ' per cent
Of her Spices from this place and it is thc
chief place of import of gntta pen ha It is an
open pott, with excellent shipbuilding yard?
and is the great coaling station of the East
It has acquired the monopoly of trade be-

tween India and the Far bast and the class
of Indians, Chinese, Malas and other people
who settle there is of the best, since they
appreciate their opportunity to nve there
peace, with assured security of lite and

'arrou, k , , I,nrl'co-hk- c verandas, whose
are littleI i

va,nri take the !),acc, o! s,flewalks,
low f rrktI ;IMW1U jui in like a bow win- -

Christianity' stronghold in thc Far Fast a great Singapore cathedral, one might expect
to ace in Furopc or America in at cad of in an outpoat of Ancient China.the m' "ulMe ms,dc- - In these booths sit

n. merchant t..i. t
; "esc, Indiana.

'
UmiZL
1 vraDS,..a Japanese,

In the str .

n an a,niost endless variety of mankind.
i ii.isv i . . .. . ...iiL a. l i i -Th v.hhiCc Wiin iwo oarreis on wneeis,e' are k

JUU wait th r-- L ""w i or eaimg, and while
neat,y on th i

,ncsc "cookces," with queques coiled

property. To protect these they keep out the
bad element, and better protection is af-Ford- ed

tin- - stranger in Singapore than in almost any
other city in the Orient.

Singapore, a hundred yean old this year, is a far
neater city. far livelier city, than scores that were
founded a thousand cars ago. It is one ot the .natcst
cities of the world and the center of all East Indian
Commerce, the key to southern Asia and one of the
massive links in thc great chain of British d. mains
encircling the world.

Straits of Malacca, once the haunts of the Malay
pirates. On the mainland is the Sultanate of Johore.
Xo shore is more beautiful than the approach to Singa-
pore, an emerald cluster of islands, a turquois sea, a
lace-lik- e horizon ot palm fronds. The Malay villages
come down to the shore. At low tide their huts arc
on high piles and mud is all about them. At high tide
their "streets" are, like Venice, great waterways, crowd-
ed with sampans and fishing praus. The houses of the

"Vtr the ch- - vrlcn neads, will concoct a meal for you
! aweed .! Usin bits of ftsh. C(iib,c hirdnest,
11) J lark m and other delicacies." The Ma
Na, no , (;r,vcr. passes along thc street with his Ml

14rger than a Newfoundland dog. Indians


